Shape of Life Video Questions

Episode 8: “Bones, Brawn, and Brains”

1. What makes a chordate a chordate?  Why are tunicates included in the same phylum as humans?

2. What is the function of a notochord?

3. What is a tetrapod?

4. What are some major groups of vertebrate animals?

5. Why can’t an ant get as big as an elephant?

6. What are some advantages to having an internal skeleton as compared to an external skeleton, which must be shed to grow?

7. What happened during evolution that led to the appearance of jaws and skulls in chordates?

8. Most vertebrates have jaws.  Why are jaws important?

9. What natural disaster wiped out half of Earth’s animals 65 million years ago?

10. How can you investigate growth in an extinct animal?

